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Abstract 

In the period May 15 - 18, 2019 a free social entrepreneurship training course was held at the 

South-West University "Neofit Rilski". The opportunity to engage in free social 

entrepreneurship training has generated considerable interest. More than 30 students 

participated in the training sessions, including representatives of local authorities, heads of 

labor-productive cooperatives, chairmen of non-profit associations, etc. 

The training was implemented in seven modules: Digital Competence for Successful 

Entrepreneurship (two-part practical course); Entrepreneurship in the modern economy 

Financing social enterprises; Organization and management of the social enterprise; 

Psychological aspects of social entrepreneurship - approaches for enhancing the creativity and 

innovation of the social entrepreneur; Culture and Arts in Social Entrepreneurship. Bulgarian 

traditional culture - an inexhaustible source for social entrepreneurship. Good practices; 

Cultural heritage and cultural tourism as a resource for social entrepreneurship and 

sustainable development of the region. 

The Digital Competence classes were conducted entirely as practical training. Highly 

qualified lecturers under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Borislav Yurukov trained students in 

computer programs required in their immediate work. In his lecture "Entrepreneurship in the 



Modern World" Prof. Dr. Raya Madgerova emphasized on the fundamental importance of 

entrepreneurship in modern times examined the main characteristics of entrepreneurial 

activity, opportunities and perspectives for modern social entrepreneurship, financing of 

social enterprises. Training of students is organization and management of social 

entrepreneurship was conducted by Prof. Dr. Maria Stankova. Emphasis was placed on the 

possibilities for optimizing the management of the social enterprise, the current possibilities 

of using social networks in this process, the importance of preparing a business plan and the 

analysis of resources. In the module "Psychological Aspects of Social Entrepreneurship" 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Maria Valkova examined the essence of basic concepts such as creativity and 

innovation, obstacles that we ourselves set for our individual creativity, opportunities for 

enhancing the creativity of the organization, etc. test, the students learned more about their 

personal attitude to creativity, their level of individual creativity, leadership and creativity in 

the organization, etc. 

Prof. Ph.D. Yordan Goshev considered the possibilities of social entrepreneurship in the field 

of culture and arts. It was emphasized that there is no more universal means of social 

inclusion, development of local communities, preservation of traditions and building of 

identity from the activities in the field of culture and arts. The students enriched their 

knowledge on how the use of samples of Bulgarian traditional culture to become a core or 

complementary element in the field of social entrepreneurship - Chief Assist. Dr. Dimitry 

Spasova. An analysis of the opportunities for social entrepreneurship in the field of cultural 

heritage and cultural tourism was made by prof. Vasil Markov. In his lecture, he emphasized 

that as important a priority for the Blagoevgrad region is the development of tourism, then the 

rich cultural heritage, natural resources, developed resorts, the accumulated experience are all 

favorable factors for the development of social entrepreneurship in this field. 

The students received a certificate for successfully completing the first stage of the social 

entrepreneurship training course. The second stage was held in June with individual 

consultations and training on topics and problems of interest to the students. 


