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Executive Summary 3.3.1 Analytical Study of the Current 

Situation 

The deliverable "3.3.1 Analytical Study of the Current Situation" includes an extensive 

mapping of social entrepreneurship is made at the general level of Greece and at a local 

level of the Region of Central Macedonia. 

The methodology was developed at three levels: a level of statistical processing of existing 

data from various sources (ELSTAT, OECD, Government agencies) as a secondary analysis, 

a level of field study with the creation, collection and processing of questionnaires 

(primary study) and auxiliary sociology. 

Initially, the social and economic footprint of the Region of Central Macedonia was 

determined both at the level of Greece and at the level of Regions in the EU, with selected 

indicators such as demographics, economic data, employment - unemployment data, 

social and environmental indicators and income and poverty indicators. 

Then, the social cooperatives in the Region were captured by creating KOINSEP indicators 

per population, number of unemployed and GDP. 

The field research was developed with a questionnaire, with the application of known and 

commonly accepted research methodologies, so that both quantitative and qualitative 

results can be extracted. 

From all of the above, secure information is provided and important conclusions are 

drawn and primary information is produced. 

As the second most populous region of Greece (17.45% of the population: 1,880,120 

inhabitants) its static mapping proves the proportion of its size in terms of local GDP while 

its dynamic GDP analysis follows that of Attica with clear tendencies of convergence. in 

total, but internally, there are inequalities and discrepancies between the regional units 

and the final result is formed by the increased income of the tourist peripheral section 

Halkidiki that draws statistically upwards the whole Region. 

The number of Social Enterprises (SE / KOINSEP) in the Region amounts to 147 according 

to the secondary data analysis and data collection from various sources, out of a total of 

1,104 that are unequally distributed within the regional units with maximum KOINSEP 

yield per billion, EUR 6.4 billion. 60 ( Serres), 4.88 (Halkidiki), 4.48 (Imathia), 4.37 (Kilkis), 

2.11 (Pieria) and 1.29 (Pella). 

As far as field research is concerned, there has been great difficulty in digital 

communication (digital divide) and ICT deficits, which obviously contributes to limiting the 

development prospects of KOINSEP, extroversion and the use of online and offline 

applications despite the fact that the majority of participants are high educated with e-

skills. 

Also some indicative conclusions are: (a) there is a lack of entrepreneurship and a great 

need for support in procedures, organizational and procedural issues, (b) in their 

transactions with the Administration the worst impression have on Municipalities and the 



best impression on social insurance organization, ( c) companies are almost excluded from 

the banking system for financing. 

Finally, the social and economic footprint of KOINSEP and the Social and Solidarity 

Economy in Greece is proportionally very small compared to other EU Member States that 

have developed this sector extremely well.  

 


